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(8) . 

I bope my addrefle will B&rzken in good part , and be 
excuſed, when you have corfidered the thing which.1 am 
to propoſe, I am credibly informed of the intimate. ac= 
quainrance and freindikip , which your LordiNip did en« 
rertaine with N, NN, during his life, Friends uſe to ſym- 
patbize together , and ſecond one another io laudable un« 
dertakings.For the ſubje& of friendſhipis neve other,bur 
yerrue , and amengft Chriftians , it ought tobe Chriſtian 
yertue, . | | 

Now what his zeale was nnto true vertue, and Chr. 
ſtianiry , I wy ſelfe can teftifie , who have experimentally 
found it, in the converſation which I baye had with bia, 
Hee was a tan of a large and pablicke ſpirit, and a pro. 
motor of every good worke, but chiefly of ſuch ander. 
takings that were moſt likely to produce the beſt effects 
towards Religion and -yertyue, in the commonwealth of 
Iſrael. | | 
* To further theſe ends, and the inftruments of ſuch 
workes as might ſerve to adyance tbe ſame , I have found 
bis ſpirit alwaies incliped, and his affeftions very indo» 
firious, Few I know were equall or like unto him in this 
for ſagacity to find out wayes for compaſſing matters ſub- 
ſerving to thole aymes, and for conſtancy in proſecuting. 
the ſame for the publique good without private ,ref- 

eas. | 6 | 
E This many others are able to witnefſe, who in his.de» 
parture bave found a greater diſadvantage and Joſſethen 
either they or I am able,or willing at this time to expreſle. 
For in efte& he was a moft ready Patron unto every one 
of them, in all theſe enterpriſes which are moſt eminent 


and 


(37 
ad "glorious for the ſetting forward of Learning and 
Religion, wherein cheir whole ſtudy is taken up, 

As for me, I have found alofle in bim, becauſe he was 
pleaſed to honour mee, and my defignes alſo with ſome 
meaſure of good will and aff: ion , whereby I was en- 
couraped to proceed in theſe undertakings. But now fince 
his death (or rather paſſageb'a berrer life ) bothin other 

blique'endeavonrs and mine, thoſe encouragements 
are greatly failed , although the otcafion of Jooing more 
200d now, then ever heretofore be greatly encrealed,and 
tbe apparent exigency of affaires doth require now agreat 
deale moretben formerly it hath done, faithfull Agents ro 
| beiwployedin all theſe waies. This maketh us co caſt up 
oureyes towards God, to ſee what belpe he will afford to 
ns in his ſervice, RE 

And leaft wee ſhould ſeeme to negle& the meanes of 
procuring helpe nntoour ſelves ,, wee are bound to Jooke 
out for Patrops , who are able ro judge of worthy enter. 
prifes, and willing in a Jaudable 'way to promote the 
latne, that 
We ſetthat worldly men, can undertake pleafing works 
to fleſh and bloud (although theit endeayours reachno . 
forcher then to give'a private comtentation to ſome few) 
doe find Patrons of pleaſure and eartbly delight , whi 
ſoone vaniſh, and-Itive a ftivg of death in the ſoule be- 
binde thew., | : 

Why then ſhall not we have hope to find (by the grace _ 
of God ) fayour iv the eyes of ſome of Gods children,thar 
ſet a price upon vertne, and can judge of laudable under- 
rings? Shall wordly men charſeryedibersin their ſuch 


” ww 
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ae ta 


and vanities, fiod a more comfortablebeing , and fayonz 
rable entertanement among worldlings 8 finners,then 
godly men that ſerveall men in Righteouſnes and Vertue, 
- - 3 amovgft the beſt Chriftians and profeſſors of gode . 
incſle, | 

What priviledge have they to Gods creatures more then 
we ? Shall they be bold to cxave aſfiftavce, and helpe, and 
maintenance for feeding men with, vaine and. flattering 
Tafts ? Andſhall not wee dare to open our mouthes, when 
we aredeftitute of help and meanes of neceſſary ſabſta.ce 
to proſecute the beſt enterpriſes that can bee. (1 ſpeake it 
withour boaſting ) by.any man undertaken 2 Surely-chey 
have no greater right. to Gods creatures then wee, becaule 
Gud never made any creature for them , but onely for his 
owne children, who in his kingdome ſhall be beives of all 
things, | IDE . | A 
| Fe they ought-not ( if all bee right with,us}-to have 
Preater interet in the affe&ions of Chriftiap mensthen-we 


Thould have, And yer we lee that it falls qut otherwiſleFor 


thoſe {ervanrs.are mainteined in abundance of wealth, and 
want nothing, which apply. themſelyes to-bamour and 
flatter men in their outward delights, as dig o3 
But thoſe that ſer themſelves., to.adyance;Leargingy 
yertue, truth , peace , and godlinefſe, can ſcarſe fipdehbs 
ſupport of neceſfary food and rayment, Thoſe that ſerve 
private mens turnes, in this of that particular arecared fog 
and ſupplied. ned eest ew me {il ends 2: 8 
- Bar thoſe rbat ſerve the pablique in agenerallwark, are 
neglefted, and left deftirute of all comforts, What ſhould 
be the cauſe of chis> Namely.that.uow , the propheſie:of 


the 


(F) 
the Apoſtle, 2 Tim. 3.1. till 6, is fulfilled, Where lie (air, 
T hat perillous times ſhall come upon the Church,whereia 
amoagſtother vices , which ſhould reigne jamongft men 
proteſhing Chriftianity , the firſt and the laſt are moſt con= 
fiterable. | | 

The firſt is ; That men ſhould bee lovers of themſelves. 
Aad the laft, Thar they ſhould bee lovers of pleaſares, 
more then lovers of God , and fo conſequently ſhould 
have a forme of godlineſle , but dery the power thereof, 

This pr:-pbefie is now fulfilled , and becauſe inthe loye 
of themſelves and of their pleaſures, more then of God 
and godlinefle ;they bave loft the power of religion, and 
'tbe zeale of good workes. Therefore all charity is become | 
cold”, and there is no reſpe&t had toany publicque good 
further then it ferverth for ſome private end of ſelfe loye, 
2nd particular contentation, 

I fay not this of all , bur yet it muſt bee ſaid of the moſt 
patt.of Chriſtians, For it ;s prophecied of them, as we find 
the propheſie by-experience fulfilled, It doth not be ſeeme 
ns to let forth our.owne endeayours, for thoſe that come 
mend themſelves are'not approyed of God. ; 

* But yer ſteing neceſſity doth conftraine ns to epen our 
mouthes to complaine over the miferies ofthe times ,wee 
caunor but 1bew ſoine expreſſions of greif tor the indig- 
nity of the matter, that the beft, moſt neceſfary, moſt pro- 
firable,moſt glorious,and laudable objeQs and enterpriſes, 
ſhonld be with the Agents thereof , negleRed, dilpiſed» 
and nothing ar all cared for, in compariſon of many other 
woridly buſineſſgwhich are ſo farre inferiour to thoſe, that 
they are norat all worthy to bee thopght npgnp,or cared _ | 

#&6 7 | £ | Y 
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(6) 
by reail and honeft Chriftians , who with patience in well 
doivg, ſeeke for honour, glory , and immortality, 

_ Certainly, it is not unlawfull for us , nor unbeſeeming 
to us, to commend unto all mens conſiderations, the pur- 


* poles wherein we ſpend our time, and take paines for the 


publique good. Wee are not aſhamed of our profeſſion, 
but.we are loth to ſeeme ro commend our ſelves , and to 
be lyable to the occaſions of ſuſpicion which worldly men 
might take up againſt us,as if we ſought our ſelyes in theſe 
endeavours , and wonld make of them a pretext of coves 
teonſneſle, | | 

T herefore wee cannot nfe that freedome , to challenge 
vnroonr ſe] ves neceſſary belpes and ſupplies, which others 
without craveing more cunningly.can obteive for the re- 
ward of deligbtfull ſervices, And bence it is, that weare 
deſtituteof veedfyll aſſiſtance becauſe wee are loth toſet 
forward our ſelves by craving. 

And cthers when we are filent, take not at all notice of 
our induftcious and cbargeable nndertakiogs , how profi« 
table, and neceſſary they are for the publicque. Wee do 
find few like umro N.N, able co judge of che importance 
of affaires and zealous to mainteive the ſame for the good 
of Chriſtianity, | 

He was one of a thouſand in this kind, and therefore 
the greater is his loſſe unto us, by how mnch we are doubt- 
fall to whom to make our addrefle, that his place may te 
ſupplied, IS 

Mow becauſe the friendſhip, which hath been between 
5oar Lordthip and him , and the commendations of your 


rertuous, generous,and godly diſpoſition, which we bave 
heard, 


3”: - 
heard,do promiſe us ſome acceptarice aid freedome of ac. 
ceſſe unto your Honours pious affeRions, 

Therefore I have wade bold, not ſo much for my felf, 
as for my other yoke fellows in publicque matters to in- 
timate, t bat the want of NV, XV, his Patronage is the cauſe 
of prear affliftion both unto them and me ; and a mighty 
hinderance of the beft endeayours that can be ſer oporſthis 
age: 

If I'durft be fo free,as to intreat your Honour toſupply 
N, N. his place towards us, I would promiſe tro make 
two things apparant, Firft, tbat charitable affe&ions can- 
not bee more worthily beſtowed then upon this attewpr, 
to. farther the ſame, 

And ſecondly that the patronage of ſuch men, is as lau-- 
dable and neceſſary a thing, and as worthy of a noble ſpirit 
his undertaking”, as any obje, that can bee thought ups» 
on in this age, 

If I may baye leaye to make thi two propoſitions good, 
and without offence , to preſent the demonſtration there- 
of unto your Lordſhip, I bop your Honowr will ſee a cauſe 
ſufficient tomoye me at ſuch a diſtance to write folargely 
on this ſubje&t, from which, (leaft I ſhould ſeeme impors 
tune) F will now defift, and craving pardon for being ſo 
leng, Ihumbly take my leave, and will reft, 


Novemb.13..” Your Lordsbips moſt reſpefive © 
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A Treatiſe comeyning Many vyaighty veaſons, 
£0 induce all godly people ro Jp fore- 
ward the yyork ofa publique vecon” 

ciliarion amonyft Proteſtants: 


2 King: 19,3. 
. -The children are come to birth, and there is no 
ſtrenghpro bring forth, ? 
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A TREATISE *CONTEINING 
* many waighty reaſons , to induce all godly people 
to belpe foreward the worke of a publicque 
reconciliation among Proteftants, 


—— 
__ 


Right Honourable: 


Made bold about a Moneth a go to lay 
open ſome tbouybts unto your pious 
confideration , concerning the right and 
intereft which ſome of my dearefriends 
and I may challevge in the affeQions of 
all vertuous, gedly , noble, and learned 
| men, I hope my freedome was not offen- 
ſine , becauſe it didproceed from an higb eftimation of 
your 


(10) 
your-Lordſhips worth, fronithe intimacy which I have © 
kad with your Honours worthy freind now.a 24 £ and 
from an upright zeale toadvance the glory of Gad,in the + 
edification of many,whoſe-good we-labowr to procure, 

The teftimony of our conſcience concerning the fince« 
cerity of our intentions doth bear-us aupan this confidencg 
of ſuing for helpe,, and the conſtancy of our endeayours 
approved th:congh many trialls,doth beare witneſle aſwell 
to our ſelyes as others of the ſincerity-of our beartsin theſe 
undertakings, - . ES HO er 

Therefore wee onghtnot to be aſiiamed of our profeſ- 
Gon ; becauſe we ſuffer for-it, if,not open perſecn:ion, yet 
that which is equivalent, namely ſecret mi'-ry, great 
Areitesand continuall affli&tion of ſpirit; which be fallerb+, 
unto us, by reaſon of the burdens of moſ paivfall raskes, 
we do proſecute for the adyancement of Curiftlanizy and 
Learnivg, | | ; 

We have now cauſe to cowplaine over the wretchednes 
of theſe times, burit is to be feared tbat hereafter we ſhall _ * 
bave greater cauſe to doe the ſame, becauſe the worſer 
the times grow , the leſfer helpe :wee are likely to re- 
ctive, | 
_ Fer it-is evident that when+faRtions are multiplied; 

charity is reftrained, becaule alwayes when men'begin to 
chooſe parties , then they affe& nething ; but their owne 
Gde:And if any be not wedded to apartiall way,be is com-' 
_ negleRed , if not alſo-fuſpected, and hated of all 

des. | | | 

This I feare is now or. will be our caſe, if either theſe 
turbulent times continue ,'or if in-them- wee ſhould nor* 

open 


<(x1) 
6pen our mouthes toſhew the evident necelfiey , and pre- 
| me uſefulnes of our moft laborious endeavours, There- 
ore amidft the broiles of this age , we ſhould betray our” 
owne cauſe, and negle& both our datics and our felyes, if 
we ſhould not breake off filence,and in mecknefle labour 
to moye judicious men to regard the uſefulnefle of our 
purpoſes, and the equity of our deſires, 
-* It was the Propher /ſaiab' his complaint ; That wove 
walled for 7uitice , nor any pleatitd for truth. know not how 
farre now wee may ſay-the fame! Sure I am that few do 


it, 
-. And although many there be thati{eeme to call both-for 
truth and for Futtice, yet it ts'commonly in a partiall way 
rather ro'condemne and triutnph over ſome Anteponift, 
er other , then to winne them unto the-love Feighs 
rtcouſnelſe, : 
-- Therefore alſo,unto tis now it befalleth as then ir did 
unts them, That judgment is far off from us; and Juſtice 
doth not overtake ns. Wee have waited for light , but be« 
hold obſcurity, for brightoeſle, bur ftill we walke in dark= 
neſſe; we grope for the wall like blinde men, we grope as 
if we hadno eyes, we ſtumble at noon day as inthe miphr, 
and wearein deſolate places as dead mes, And although. 
we all core like Beares, and mourne fore like doves, by 
ceaſon of onr heavy calamitie, yet the remedies thereof 
hitherto are not found out, but ourſfatvarion is ſtill farre 
off. 

| I will not ſettle my felfe to exaſperate matters by com. 
plaiats, leaft 1 ſhould ſeeme to feed the dilcontented bu- . 
mours of this age : 
| c Bag 
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{28)--- | | 
Bat as my purpoſe is, to ſeeke out, and adyance the re * 
mmedies thereof, to. may. freely declare. thar. except the- 
way of peace in. the profeſſion of Religion, and the way _ 
of right education ia Learning bee cacetully fought for, 
& found out,except the ſpirirs of Clergy men be wroughes- 
apon, tointend the meanes of publicque edificacion in the 
communion of Saints.one towards another, except Chri« 
ſtianiry irfelfe, withour allpactiall reſp<&s to chis or that ** 
particular ayme, in3bis or that profetſiva be maſnceined, 
and except {uch-remedies of our ignorance and confuſion 
be {ought for, which may reach unco the rootes , and fun. 
damentallcauſesof- our.diſeaſe:.ir will be altogether ime © 
potgbie by any:meanes. to cure the lame. © : 
Now the remedies which are appliable to the funda- 
mentall cauſe of theſe eyills,are reducible to three heads, 
anſwerable to the three cauſes of our miſeries, to the three 
affe&ted partsofthe life of man, and to all the Iamenrable 


effects which cedoand from rheace to the three Eftxces of 


hamane fociety .Occonomicall-, Political , and -Eccleſian 

; The general) cauſes of all ſpicituall miſeries , are like * 
gutathbe nacarali cauſes of all bamaneipficmities.For they ,  * 
proceed,either from the defe2tes of cerceive things, which 
ace neceflary for our ſpirituall liyely bood and well being: 
or from the exceſle of needlefiethings, which opprefle the * 
ſoule:, and. that faculty of life which is in us , or from that 


confaled and inordinate ule of things}, which in them» © 


ſclves (if zhey were well uſed.) are profitable ad expe. 
dienr for health aud andable aRions. Which three if they. © 
all at once concur in one ſubjeG, ad tar ia ſome yocable 


degree, — -* 


| : «(33 ) 
-Hegrefief neceſſity, that ſoule muſt be extreamely diflem« 
pered, and almoft irrecoyerably-weakned. 
* The affe&ed parts or faculties of life diſeaſed; are con. 
. - ſcience in-mattersot Religion, io matters of Learning the 
tatianall ſoule, and in. burane converſation, all rhe a&tive 
powers of our affeRions and defires which ſhould depend 
_ upon conſcience avd/upon reaſon, Now becauſe in each 
. of theſe parcels of our life, all che aforenamed cauſes of our 
miſery do at one concurre, | ey 
Therefore the effeQs of-all manner of calamities are 
_ .infioitly multiplied upon-usZFor according tothenumber 
_ of fpirituall , rational , and ſenfſuall obje&s, wherein theſe 
_ our faculties are jmployed , {o out failings from the way 
of peace , and truth become innumerable, from whence 
 #lſoour miſeries are increaſed-above meaſure, becauſe we _ 
. . find by experience, the truth of Solomons ſaying, That 
the turning away of the ſimple doth ſlay bim , and that bis 
—_ iniquities, and thecordes of his fianes do:take beld 
of bim, 
- Weefind,T ſay that the fruits of our errors are very 
bitter, and very many , and ſuch.tbat ſcare any-ſufficient 
courſe can be taken to hep & corre&-the ſame. The whole 
51 bead is fieke,and-the whole beart is faint, fromthe fole of 
the foor, tothe crown of the head; there is/no.ſoundneſle; 
but woundes.and bruiſes and purrifying ſores, which have 
_ beene clenſed., nor bound. up , nor mollified with 
ovation 59d + acc dat | 7 
we will not ſpeake of particulars leaf}. 1 ſhould ſeeme:to 
bee 'partiall. And becauſe thegenerall beads bererofcre 
mencioned ſuffice to-give me —_— co-ſhew the __— 
I 146 » 2 1eS, 
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(145 
dies} whicty our endeavours by the grace df God Mill bee 
able in time to produce, if we bee nor urcerly letr deftitute. 


. of alt manner of affiftance , which wee bope wlll nor fall 


our,ſecing ourtruft is inthe Lord, who giveth power unto 
the faint, and rothern that bayeno migbr he doth increaſe 
fireyght.. 46 þ 
+ Therefore as if we wanted nothing (for know that we 
ſhall not want any thing-requiſite)) wee will now ſpeake of 
the redrefle of pablicke evils,as baving all ſufficiency of all 
meanes toaccomphiſhehis worke-in him, that is alone all 
ſuflicient unto us;and whomwe bave-cholen for our excee> 
ding greatroward: : . :. Fr ER, 
Weconceivethen; that the afflied ftate of Chriſtianity, 
and in it of the Evangelicall ftates, and Churches procee- 
divg immediatly from-their inward alienatiovs , diftraQi» 
ons:;, and divifiens; and more remotely from the excefles, 
defeRts, confuſed and inordinate courſes , which. are raken 
8pin their profeſſion ofReligion and Learving,cannot be 
belped other wayes, then by working fomethings upon the 


. Conſcience and- intelleualls of their Leaders , whereby 
they may bee enabled to ſee-ſome ſafe wayes, by which if 


ac. all outward,at leaft their home breaches may be bealed 
their defeQs ſupplied -, their excefſe refrained, and: the 
abuſes of good things refifyed-, if not amongR all, yet 
amongft thoſe that rake. upon them fincerly.to bee zealous 
profeſſors of true Chriftfaniey. . | ON 

Now todo this.in lome way, which may bee to all fides 
utblemeable,, wee ſappoſe that no courſe is more conve- 


_  mient, then a freindly and unpartiall ſollicitation-and pros 
poſall of ſuch counſels , as are deducible irom updoubred, 


uniyerſall 


” (15). | | 
' univerfall principles, and arife from the foundamentals.of 
that knowledge and practiſe, wbich may demonfſtratiyely 
"be applied unto the redreffing of the particular eanſes v3 
our preſent calamities, | 

This courſe M. Comenizs his Aſſociates , and ], now 2 
good many yeares haye followed, and through many dil- 
courapements conftantly mainteined,, having till had 
ſome hope of more effeRuall aſfiftance, then hitberto wee 
bave found, bur yet;faint not. * 
© For altbough wee ſee little appearance of encourage» 
ments from men, yer our dnty to the pnblicque doth bind 
us to contindance, and the loye' wee beare unto the King= 
dome of Chrift, which we bop to advance in mens ſoules; 
doth inable us to overcome all. manner of incident difh- 
culries; 

Neitber.do weregard'the meari{ebof our place, eftate, or. | 
condition in this world, becaule wee know that God is aot 
'onely able, but alſo wont to make the meaneſt things o 
this world mott effc&uall in his owne way of working. , 

© Therefore noman ought to be aſtoniſhed ar the waſt-; _- 
 neffe of ourenterpriſes , and the contewptiblenefle of out, 
perſons, fort is not in 6ur owne firenght chat we walkes, 
but'uſibough we kriow and tiod more of our owne weak- 
peſſe then any bodyelſe, yet we are-not at a ftand iv theſe 
ceedings. Neither ought we be luſpe&ed'or accuſed of 
vaine glory or fooliſhneſle in aff<Ring, by gteat underta- 


_ a name amonſt men, A SLY 

Tor if we can ſhew both an abſolute neceſfity and poſlie.; 
biliry of _ which wee propoſe, and that in propoſing , 
and wrgiogtbe (ame, as A” bat been done, wee go 

ES 3 not . 
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the fame?” 


5 (-x6) 

outÞhe limits of our calling. Then 1 bope all reaſcnable 
& judicious men will cleare us from the ſuipicioo and im- 
puration of yaine gloriouſnefſe,Bur oar defirejs,thatthe 
thing it ſelfe, and onr cariage in it may ſpeake for.us. 


Do we any thing elſe but crave avd communicate from 


"one to another, the counſels which are fir toremedie our 
common evills , that a tryall may bee made, bow farre the 
Leaders of ſeyerall parties can bee. brought to aſſent unto 

What ambition can there be in this? Is it ;,not apeece of 
ſervice lyable to the. jealouſies and cenſures of all ſides? Is 


it not a tedious worke importunately toſollicite, and beg-. 
vinply thus to extort mens adviſes 3 and belpefull good. 


wills? | | _ | 

What ambitious aimes then can we bavye in this matter ? 

But-if our ambition be;to ſeeke out good counlells for the 
publicque, Who can blame us for.it? Is it not the daty of 
eyery one todo the'fame ? 0 © 217 OE PR 
_ -Can publique evils be taken away without communica. 
tion of good counſels ? Or can counſellbee found withonr 
it be ſought for.? Or can it be admitted, when it is found, 
except men be wronght upon to receive it? Which being, 
ſo,. Is not then 'our undertaking a thing mcK ablolutely 
neceſſary tobe intended? WE is: 

. Andagaine, if wee will go further. Wee way demaund, 
whether or no, any man can be thought a good Chriſtian, 
that is not prieved at the affliction of Joſeph? And ifa , 
good Chriſtian cannot hee but 'prieyed at this affliQian, 


God, that remedy may be, found for it Þ 


| Wilt hee he able to abſteine from wiſhing and praying to 


Now 
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Now ifhecannot abfteine from this duty,both for cov. 
ſcience ſake rowards God, and for affeftion to bis Church 
Is it not neceflary that he {buuld uſe meanes to accompliſh 
his owne wiſhes ? | * 

And what meanes more fir, orleffe to be reproved,then 
to follicice for it concurrence and conſent/in good coun- 


ſets torhart efte& ? And as fer the poſſibility and effeQting* 


of chis, What caaſe is there to doubt thereof ? Is ir-nor 
poſſivle that fome men may bee" found willing to: take 
paines in» ſuck,taske Þ Or cannot meanes be found roſup- 
port them inthe proſecation of ſuch endeayours ? It can- 


a9t be (aid , that Agents and workemen are waiting. Bat” _ 


there is cauſe to complaine that they conſume themſelves 
for want of maintenance, I am loth to aggravate this 
complaint , bat yer 1 cannor refraine from ſaying thus 
much, "That its a dolefull-caſe ,-and a matrer which will 
got paſfe' without 'fome” remarkeable: judgement. That 
ſuch glorious intentions-as theſe, are hor thought worthy 
of any coſt, in a time ſo convenient and neceſſary , whiles 
all manner of worldly vanities, and ſuperfluities of-ima- 
ginary pleaſgres,are-enterteined with great and exceſſive 


chargeable expences, Is it not 8 marter.to be grieved at) to' 


ſee the miſapplication of mens affeQions; and'rbe mifim+ 
ployment of Gods benefits, to be ſo extreamly inordinate» 


To what purpoſe I beſeech you , hath God:given allibleſ-i+ . 
ſingsnnto mankind ? Is it not to profit withall inthe beſt 


things ? t 


And are we not all made Stewards thereof to that effec? 


Now what are the beſt things 2 Are'they-got even thoſe, 


which 29 
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which ſerve- moſt for. bis glory .and for the good of his 
Cuurch;and for our owne ſalvation? . > LL PE 

. Why tben. ſhould. wee caſt away our;felyes and all his. 
talents , that are fo uſefull for ſuch excellent ends, upon. 
promiſcuous (if not pernicious) fantaſies and lufts ? 

Will he por aske ys an account of our Sreward{hip,howr, 


We baye imployed our thoughts? our-intetleQualls? our 


memories ? our wils? ouraftetions > our members? our 


ſubſtance & pofſeſſions ? If we baveapplicd theſerather 


unto vanities, abd-pleaſures, thenunto bis ſervice in the 


communion ef Saints. What ſhall wee bee able to anſwer. 


unto-bim? . ,- 5. 15 ow; Gb: 1 | 
Burif on the other fide,we.ſet our bearts on the moſt pro- 
fitableobjeRs,and take up a true. courſe of good and faich- 
fall Stewardſhip, wherein the guifres of God may become 
uſefall in our hapds; to-bis greaceft glory, and our moſt 


ineftimable.comforrby tbe redrefſing of publique wileries. 


befalling unto.che -Prore tant cauſe. Shall wee not-bave. 


contidepee-in his preſence |, and matter. of joy when wee. 


{hall be called to our.account? 


Why then ſhould not we freely ſeeke and,maake it our, 
worke talue for belpfull concarrence in ſuch; attemps. as 
this? Why:may we nor challeage our right in crancing aſli-. 


ſtance to-promote theſe endeayours, But now. beeaule it 


-may.be unkoowne unto many, what our endeyours :areto 


compaſle this aymes.. '. -,.  - - | 
I thiok it fic to open my mind more diftisly , that it 


may: gppeare , Whereig this concurrence is required , and 


what adyancement,of neceſſary meanes to belpour pub-! 
licque miſlcrics ought tobee intended, 


For 
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. from thele to the Oecovomicall, Politicall , and Ecclefias 


+ x6) | 
For ſeeing beretofore the cauſes of ove diſeaſes; the 
$ffe&ed parts of onr life , and the ſywptomes befalling 


_ ſocieties of mankind, bave beene ſummarily de« 
vlared, | | 
| Seeciog alſo onr ſcope in the indafiry wee nſe to finde 
a re wee | unto 'theſe-evils: bath beene fer forth in ge- 
nerall termes , therefore row leaſt wee ſhould ſeeme to 
beate the aire in meer _vniyerfalities, it ſeemetlrexpedient 
to particularize the:marter,wherein wee labour, and for 
which the concurrence of counſIlls of helpe,and meanes ro 
ſer forward the ſame;js thus ſought for, 
Wejucgs then npon good grounds'of reaſon, after ſound 
en with others, that to cure the evils of Pro- 
teftants ſtawand Churches, two things muſt be intended. 
Firſt to overcome groffe ignorance and ſenſuality pway 
muſt be found to perfite and facilitate 'Learning,and good 
education in ſchooles,” And ſecondly to allay firife,adyance 


ſaving knowledge, and reftraine fcandalls in'the publicke 


profeſſion of Religion, the Leading divines of all* ſides 
muft bee dealt witball, to enterteipe thoughts tending to 
this effeR, in the communion of Saints, | FA 
' The firft of theſe tendeth to cure the diſeaſes of the ra, 
tionall faculties of mens ſoules, ' 
' The ſecond ſeryeth'to ſettle their conſciences in a fun- 
damenrall courſe of godlineſſe, If thettwo fountaines of 
life , and wells of ſalvation, the one for the yonger , the 
other for the more aged ſoules , contd be opened, as eaſily 
in the way of execution and pratiſe , as in the way of 


Theory and counſel, meanes can be ſhewed to do the ſame. 
| Me D Thea 


(207 © 


. Then we are aſfared that all our diſeaſes would ſoone - 
find acure. But wee know that the execution of affaires is. 


never ſo readily broaght to paſſe, as rhecounſels' may bee 
conceived and: propoſed, - 

T herefore it muſt not be expeRed, that of s ſodaine ſo 
univerſall remedies , akhonugh found our: apd approved 
by the moft judicious, will bee admirted arid made uſe of 
by all, Cyſtome is a mighty tyrant in ſchooling , ro ſtop 
the true courle of education. And felfe fecking in Reli- 

ion, is the oracle of an 1doll, waich reacherb the minds 
ef men, all theprinciplesof diyiftion, and mainteinerth in 
tbeir/praRizes all unconſcionable courles, ; 

Therefore to overcome theſe monſters without pubſtke 
noiſe, without givingoffence unto any,in a peaceable and 
quiet. manger, is a'maiter of no ſaal] attempt, 

Yer we are iogaged in this worke , and by the grace of 
Godare yone on a pretty way therein. Each of us hath bis 


{ ww raske, M.Comenins labours in bumane Learning 


the reformation of Schooles,and my lot is fallen chiefly 

In divine matters,topromote the counlels of peace Eccle- 

fiaſticall, He dotb worke upon the faculty of reaſon,and 
I upon the conſciences of men, | 

So then as reaſon and conſcience ought to'go band in 

hand, ſo we joyn our endeayours, and as occaſion ferverth, 


we labeur.one for inotber, each in bis owne way, Foritis 


our duty thus to follicite one for another , becauſe the 
aymes , the meanes, the properties , andthe effeQs of our 
workes, are in ſome ſort inſeparable}, and alwaies the one 
will be ſet forward by the advancement of the other, In 


his taske be doth compreheng all metbods of teaching, all - 
ade EE Ys nl 2” HE" way&& : 


".Þ 


Fa 


i 4 (22). | _ 
..- Wayes of delivering languages and ſcienees, and all helpes 
of furthering verrues,& begetting the ſame in the mindes 
of tender youth more. ealily and perfeAly,then hitherts 
they have been taugbt, 

Aud in my watke I-ipfift upon all rules , doQrines , and 

inducements whicb-tend unto the apprehenſion of fun« 
damentall truths, and performance of duties, whereby the 
conſcience of conſciopable men inwardly,and their courſe - 
of life outwardly may bec ordered in the feare of God , (o 
that they may walke without giving to others, or taking 
.. from others rhe occafiqns of offence, 
As for him, how farre he. bath adyanced his worke, the 
things which bimſelfe:and bis coadjutors, baye put forth, 
_ and will put forth in due time, for - wayes of ſchooling 
. and panſophicall Learning ( whereof their printed Trea« 
tiſes can give a moreparticular accompt } are able to te« 
Rifte for him-and for them, 

And what belongeth to mee ; IT am nowillio ( neither 
doth it beſeere mee) to ſpeake much of my ſelte, yet I 
may ſay this; That I haye pat the ſpirits of moſt of the 
_- Proteſtant divines in Europe , to a tryall of their peacea« 

blenefle. © 
| That I have gathered inthe adyiſes of all ſides concer- 
ning the meanes of brotherly reconciliation avd unity. 
That I bave ſonght, fonnd out, and hope to propoſe in 
due time, an jofallible way of framing 8 fundamentall 
Confeſſion of faith , to.compaſe differences in Religion. 
That Lam perſwaded, by che grace of God, ta ſhew unts 
this age,ademouſtrative way of reſolying and interpretivg 
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koly. Scripture , for<lerivg of preſent and future doubts, * 
about the ſeaſe thereof. - p | is 
Theſe are the particular. objes of our ſtudies, and in © 
theſe matters wee correipond one with another, and each 
with many otbers, And as for the end and*ayme of our 


* correſpandency, it is tothis effeR. Firfttbatwe aflift.one 
' anorher in ripeniog the thingwhica aret'as.yer imperte&t 


in our taskes, RS. .--- 
Secondly thatwe may advertiſe one"another of all im= 
portant occurrences , which may either advantage. or dil- 


advantage our intentions.}/** 


And thirdly that wee may communicate one to another * 
all manner of counſels, whereby the agitation of theſe en- 
deayours may be continued, the matters intended broughr 
to paſſe in Schovles andChaurches , and.that with the fore. 
knowledge and"cobſent of thoſe that' rule in- publicque 
afiires,©- es | Yo 

.Fer wee do not theſe things ſneakingly in corners, or 
Fatioufly for this or thar partie, but we ftfive to approve. ' 
our ſelyes before the conſciences of all men', in apublicke 
matiner as ſerysnts of God for the good of every one. For 
which cauſe 'untoull ſuch as are Judiciouſly able ro ca * 
fider the impoxrance. of theſe matters , we are at alltimes 
ready” to giveparticular account of all our procetdings« 
For indeed” our ſingular defire is, tocome unto the lights 
bur yet we are nnwilling to precipitate our ſelves and theſe 
medirations anto the yeiw of tHe world , srproftitute our 
counſels before the time ugto vulgar judgments, becauſe 
wee are-not ignorant of the prejudicate bamouars of this 
380. - I | | 


. 


Theres -- 


| (23) 

Therefore our:care mnft bee , not. onely to intend.the 
things aforeſaid , namely to worke a ſupply of the defes 
which are in Religion and Learning, to procure that the 
ſaperfluicies of both may bee cur off, and to propole rules 
firco reQ:fie che eonfuſed uſe of good things therein , but © 
alf> ro prepare tbe ipir:rs of men to bee willing to admir 
of meanes tending to peace and truth, which either may 
be bercafter,or already are found our, and experimentally 
known to be expedient for the way of private or publicke 
Romerkew.of. notorious inconveniences, | 

Thus ther+ our induſtry is imployed alſo, to wait and 
watch for ſeaſonable occaſions, to infinuate matters by de- 
_ grees in a manner, which is almoft inſenſible, And becauſe 
the evilncſſe of: theſe times conftraine us unto this ſlow 
conrſe of proceeding, $5 moſt mens theughts in the meane. 
while are take-up another way , namely to obſcrye mat- 
ters of preſear _ upon the publickc tate, 

Therefore wee ſeeme in appearance to looſe our labour 
and to doe nothing , but wee know that ous labour is not 
in vaine. For when others ſhall bave followed their 
owne wayes ſafficiently, and wearied themſelves therein, 
when they ſhall haye found: the fruits thereof to be other 
then they didexpe&, when the judgements that are now 
ripe,ſhal have opened rheir cares to receive better counſel 
and inſtrudion, it will then appeare to what purpoſe our . 
endeavours have ſeryed, and-what uſe may be made of our - 
incentions and negotiations, , 


kn the meane time the Prophets counſell ſhall bee our 


practiſe , when he ſaith thus, Come my people enter into the- ; 
thy chambers, aud fort thy doores about thee, bide thy ſelfe as _ 
| awe ginag "= "Dc. ws . 
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(24) : 
it were for a little moment, till the indignation be overpaſt Yet 


_ in doing this, we intendnor to be idle, but onr ftady will 
| beeto ripen our thoughts, to follicite affiftance againſt « 


time more convenient, tg allay impediments which are,or 


. may be incident to incline leading men to impartiall affe- 


ions, ro diſpoſe all men to moderate rhoaghts of rhem=- 
ſelves and others, and conſequently, nor ro condemne 


. faſhly, nor to ſuſpeR ſodainly,nor to contradid violently, 
. hot to oppoſe maliciouſly,not to hate irreconcileably , nor 


to breake off ſociety for every [malt opivion and difference 
in judgement, and not topreſume in avy thing abore that 
which is writen. ne” 

How farre God may bleffe theſe private endeavours ns 
man doth know, What occaſions bereafter may bee offe- 
red in publicke for us co ſtep in alſo, and ſhew onr ſelyes 
pon the ſtage, we will leave to the difpoficion of his pro- 
vidence over us, who hath hitherto-wrought all ovr works 
for its, If wee can find no helpe to further theſe aymes, 

yet we ſhall be able to teftific for our ſelyes, that we baye 
not neplefted our duty in labouring for the fame. 

If T were toſpeake onely ro your Lordſhip in this dif. 
courſe, I am confident , thar I ſhould not need to uſe any 
Father in finuations-to obreine favour and good will to-. 
wards theſe intentions, becauſe T am fully perſuaded of 
your Lordfhips penerons inclination, andgodly zeale to- 
wards all laudable enterpriſes and of the abiliry of your 
judgement. to diſcerge both of theſe, and of the meanes fit 

Yer becauſe ic may be aſefa!l to ſhew this Tetter to ſowe 
others, of whoſt diſpoſitions , I have no ſuch affurance. 

Es | Therefore 


on 2 RO... 2 
Therefore I humbly crave permiſſion that ] may iofiff a 
lictle further upon rhis mwatcer , and prefle it home to the 
"——— of thofe that may come to ſee ir at :.. occa. 

ons, | 

If I ſhould then debate with the inclinations of this age 


M. Comens his cauſe and myne owne, Andif it he per- 


micted unto us,to plead for righteouineſle,and calljufſtice 

in this cale, Wee will appeale nnto the conlciences and 

jadpements of all judicious and conſcionable men, con- 

ecrning the marters which wee ayme at , compared with 

other publicke undertakings, whetber or no they can find 

any obj:&s of charitable affcRions more worthy of em- 
ivg at this rime, then theſe purpoſes are, 

As'for us, we eonfeile ingenioufly that we bave not been 
able to find ont aty thing more neceſſary to be {ought for, 
or fit to bee attempted, more profitable for the Proteftanc 
cauſe, or feaſonable toremedy rhe mileries of theſe times, 
more laudable in refpe& of Gods glory, more eſtimable in 
ceſpe@ of Religion, more acceptable in reſpe& of Leare 
ning and Vertac, and Jaſtly more defirable , more lovely, 
and of better uſe & report in all reſpeRs, then theſe things 
gre which beretofote haye been mencioned, For which 
cauſe alſo we have thought it onr duty , to leave all other 
things, and:impley-our whole ſtudy'inrheſe, 


5 


For conſcience oth bind-us to choole and aff:& the be 3 


obje&s, which we can conceive, and we think rhat bardly 
apy obje&-rruely-profitable unto humane felicity can bee 


apprehended within the compaſle either of Religion or of . 


Learving, which may ot be gdyanced by theſe our pnder 
©” | 


Whate 


_— 
Ss 


OR OTIS 
COPE IP IRR Trans ” TTY "a 
” ® v TY % LE 


(a6) ; 

Whatſoever then any man in particolar doth affe& to 

make bimlelfe or others more perfe@& in matters of con« 

ſcience, or of reaſon he ſhall find ourconcurrence and ſer- 

viceablenefle in it, that it may bee fundamentally accome 
pliſhed, 

| For nnto the. maine gas je; rules, 

t 


whereby theſe two faculties may bee reRified , our Genizs 
doth lead us, and our induſtry is applied. Naw if it bee 
objeRed , that theſe undertakings, although they bein the 
propoſall moſt.excellent and commendable, yer beiog in 
the execution too waſt, & in appearance ſcarlefealuable, 
that therefore moft men cannot relliſh the ſame, bur are 
ſooner taken up , and wholy ſet upen their own particular 
intentions, Then we anſwer, that it may indeed þe ſo. 

- Bur yet that tbis is not an excuſe for any to negle& the. 
conſequence of ſo great an enterpriſe, chiefly when ſuch 
chings only are required , which are due to all boneft en. 
deayours of a more particular yature, And indeed be. 
cauſe all men ordinarily regard only their particular. con- 
tentations, & raiſe not their thoughts unto pniverſall ob. : 
jcQs. Therefore all our affeires are in.confuſion, therefore - 
nothing can be broaght unto any perfeQion, | 

. This yery thing is one of the maine rootes of our cala- + 
mity, which would to God wee could cure in all ſuch as : 
may happew to ſee this diſcourſe. For even this is our 
complaint, that no body layeth to heartthe Apoſtles come ; 
mandement and praQile, His commandement-is Phi/,z 4, - 
Tu we ſhould nor looke onely to our ſelyes, bur alſo unto + 
others, | | | 
And hee tel[erh us, that his'praQile was, not to pleaſe 

= | | himſelf 
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- himſelfe ;and toſceke his owne profit, but to pleaſe othets 
and ro feeke the profit of many that all might bee ſayed« 
3 Cor,10,3 3; I ay then or complaint is even this, 

That matters of a publicke , uviverſall , and fpiritnall 
mature, which are moſt fit totransforme the ſoulesof men 
Into a better frame, and fave ther from ignorance and 
vice , are {carſe at all regarded, incompariſon of particular 
Intentions, wherein men ulez9 {eek their private content= 
menr, 

I will not fpeake of the-rime, care, and <oft,, which is 
ſpent yery oft npon fiofull gaming , teaſting, and fanta- 
Kicall royes, which might bee ſpared.and beſtowed upon 
charitable uſes, 8 

But I will compare other more ſerious objeQs ( where- 
. In ſome ule te glory and pretend to benefit the publicke ) 
unto theſe endeavours, 

We ſee then that ſome uſe to ſeeke out rare antiquities 
of XL, S--,and Monuments,and giye large allowance unto 
Agents ſent forth to purehaſerhe ſame, 

[ will not dilſcommend this curiofity (although the bes 
nefit doth (eldome anſwer the coft and paines) becauſe an* 
tiquity ought to bee reverenced. Burt [ dare ſay, that i 
balfe of theſe expences which are miſimployed that way» 
were given towards the perfiting of ſuch raskes as bere 
are mencioned , that the publicke ftate of Learning and 
| Religion wonld be an hundred fold more beneficed theres 
by. | Ton. 
'F ar whereas on the one fid?,thoſe Anriquities arecome 
monly kepr up toſmall uſe or none at all, in'Librariesand 
Cloſers, fromthe eyes, of the world ,till perhaps they b<« 
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come a prey unto victorious ennemices as of late iris > ca 
falne to thule of Mantua, Mentz, Heidelberg, Wirtzberg, 
and others, and then arequite loft and deftroyed by bar. 

barous fovldiers, x 
So on the other fide, thofe matters.which wee intend 
are of moft eminent and preſent uſefulnefle, nor anto one 
ortwo, but unto all mankind in all.eftates,and are things 
of. \uch a nature , that no deſolation can befall unto rhbem, 
Bur yery time it leife , which deſtroyerb all other things, 
will makethele-ro increaſe and aboand towards all ages of 
poſterity . ” IIB | 
. Thus then there-is no compariſon to bee made berwixr 


' the one aud the other obje& of expences,  _ 


Others build Rately houſes, keepe a great Tancke, and 
fpend much on a Jarge.table ip rhe way of boſpitality , as 
itis called. This is ſomewhat more confpicious in the 
eye of the world, then the other cuſtome, and deſeryeth 
the commendation of a good commonwealths man.. 

But what is this in-compariſon. of. the.. building up of 
boſe living bouſes of the everlivigg God , whick are the 
ſpirirs , the conſciences , and the-underſtandings:of mem, 
And if a man ftudieth ro keepe a great rancke ih the com- 
monwealth of Iſrae], and to be of note in the kingdome'of 
wiſedome and godlineſle, by maioteyning-and helping to 
faroiſh a faire- ſpiritnall table unto the Citizens of the 
heavenly Jeruſalem, totherend that their foules may bee 
fed with knowledge and with vertue in all righteouſneſle. 
and-in bolinefſe,” -* —— 

Is he not a thonſand times mire tobe commended then 
ze other, that ſpcadeth a great deale of ſubRRance upon, 


his - - 


- 


: *his owne belly and backe > The Lord Eath promiſed by his 
«, Prophet /ſaiah 25,6. to ſhew his hoſpitality. For bee will 
make upon his holy monntaine ( which is his Church) « 
feaft unto all people of fat things, a feaſt of wines on the 
Lees, of fatt things full of marrow, of wynes on the Dees 
well retined, 
' -- Now to dreſfe this feaft,and propoſe it unto all people, 
the Lord will uſe no deubrt ſome inſtruments, as bee did 


once make ule of his DiſcipleFhe tive loofes and two fi2odiftribute 


ſhes, when the people wereſitting on the grafle, by rowes 
avd companies,:Bur-who fhalbe rheſe inftruments of Gods 
hoſpitality ? | 

Surely none more likely to beeadmitted unto this dig- 

nity , then ſuch as will spply their affe&ions ro adyance 
and mainteine this kind of Tociality and good fellowſhip 
emong ſonles, whereunto we laboar,to iavite all the godly 
endlearned of this age. 

There be others that ſpend their ſubſtance to farre bet« 
ter nſe , then theſe former doe , namely ſuch as build and 
feund Schooles and Colledges to be nurſeries of Learning 
and meanes of good education, Ol | 
- - Theſe come neereſt nnto our-purpoſe ; yetT muſt tell 
them , that there is no compariſon to bee-made betwixt a 
materiall and a ſpirituall Schoole, berwixt an earthly, and 
an heavenly Colledge, berwixt a ſpeciall Nurſery and a 
generall direQory,berwixt a particular and a general foun. 
<ation for all grace , verrae, and Learniog,- - 


The fonndetions may-not only be overrhcazune Bt 


-materiall , earthly and particular Schooles and Colledges,v Þunditions may nog 
is _ overthrowne2# 
y 


>,ut bee abuſed, and becoine ftrong holds off fapertt 
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(30) . | 
tion-ahd of Popery , and ſo become a meanes to beaje 
downe the truth of Religion , and co adulterate true © 
Learning. | 

But tbeſe others foundations of ſcience and vertue 
which we labour to prepare for the Schooles & Colledges 
of all ages,cannot be deftroied nor perverted toany finifter 
ale , but wiil ſtand tirme as eAfonnt S198 that cannor bee 
moyed, - | L - 

If then any doth affe@ the glory which is promiſed nnto 


men of charitable affe&ions by the Propher 1ſaiah, That © 


of them (hal come the builders of old waft places, & raiſers. 
of the foundations of many generations, aad that they 
ſhall®1led the- repayrers of the breaches, and reftorers 
of the pathes to dwell in: | 

I fay if any affe& this glory, they ſhall ſooner and more 


eff-ually atteine unto it, by the intentions which may be = 
| had about theſe objedts of ſpirituall communion, then by 


the other materiall buildings, 

I will confeſſe that both can very well land together, 
But yer without theſe fundamentall wayes of knowledge 
and praiſe which wee doe ſeeke after, rhe;other foun- 
dations will doe 'no' good, unto the Commonwealth of 
Iſrael. | | 

Orbers tbat build materiall Churches and Almehouſes, 
are alſo to be commended,bur in compariſon of theſe pub. 
licke obje&s which wee ftind for, they are of the ſame 
kind with the Schaoles and Colledges eyen now wen- 
tioned: . EY : 

Therefore we may conclude , that the lovelinefle, and 
eRimition of all other particular and outward ſabjects of 


Charity, * - 


\ 


| (3r) 
Charitie, is not once to be named, when this univerſal and 
Ipiritualt matter is propoſed, And as for the vaſtneſffe of 


zhiogs here mencioned, and ſeeming unfeaſablenefle of 


this worke, that will not tronble any man that is in:loye 
with grace, and verrue, and kaowledpe, as things to bee. 
foughr for themſelves, or that is ſo generons as to adyen« 
ture upon the likelieft wayes of helping publicque miſe- 
ries, 


For if the waftneſle of our miſery cannot be cured, but 


by luch a remedy, we muſt either deſpaire of our recovery 
and fatery, or els admit the worke to be poſlible, And in- 
deed we hope by the grace of God in due time,to make it 
appeare, that nothing hitherto mentioned is to be counted 
wnfeaſable by men of judgement, God hath not made 
__ both at once peceſlary and altogether impoſ- 
_ oP | 

Now it is abſolately neceſfary that fundamentall truths 
and duties be diſcovered, and fundamentally propoſed to 
Cure our ſpirituall diſeaſes, 

Therefore it is not impoſſible to bring this diſeovery. 
and propoſall to paſſe, Nay we are ſure roat God will ef. 
fe Rually bring it to paſſe, becauſe he doth promiſe ſo te 
doe, and becauſe he hath already begun to fulfill his pro- 
miſe which is made , ?ſa#4»28,16, till the end, 

For he bath already laid the foundation of an univerſall 
Reformation in Sion, even his fandamentall tone, bis rry- 
ed ſtone, hisprecious corner tone , his ſure foundation is. 
hid in Chrift Jeſus , who is God bleſſed for evermore, 
Amen, . : 


Now then thereft of the worke muſt needs allo a —_ 
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(42) 

for onr- God is-wonderfa)l in counſel], and excellent in 
working , therefore ke will perforwe: tbat] which be bath 
faid, be will lay judgement to the line, and righteonſnefle 
unto the. Plummet, and tbat he may raiſe a ſtedfaft buil- 
ding upon his owne foundation, be will ſweepe away ( as 
there be.ſaith) all the deceirfulneſſe of lies and uorigh- 
teoulveſſe, RE 

This being his promiſe , we mnt nor think the accom- 
pliſhment thereof impoſfible.. Is not Chriſt come to de- 
ftroy the workes of the divell ? And where are bis works, 
I pray you, bur in our ſoules ?..Or what are bis workes ? 
but the corruption of our conſciences,of onr wills, and of 
our aff;&ions,.. In-theſe then his workes are.to bee de- 
Kroyed, | | : | 

_ If therefore we donot miftraft the power of him who 
is the Lord of hoſts , who bath overcome the world , and 
the Prince thereof, who biddeth us be of good comfort, 
becauſe be hatb ordained peace for us, who will worke all 
our workes within us, 0 I 

. Then we ought not to faint , or imagine this worke to 
be unfeaſable,But our duty is to come forth unto the field, 
aad with che trevght that God bath given us,to helpe the 
the Lord againft the mighty. | . 

W by ſhould any man bee ſoe preſlyumptuonſly difident 
of the accompliſhment of good things , promiſed by Al- 
mighty God, as to think every thing impoſſible which he 
doth not conceiye feaſable in bis rationall capacity, 

. Are no good purpoſes to be aymed at , but ſuch.as wee 
Know meanes to accompliſk by our owne indufiry > Why 
then ſhould we pray daily for the commipg of.Gods kisp- 

RA - dome 


6 | WWE | 
dome, Is the approching of Gods kingdome a tbiny 
within our reach ? If it were, why ſhould it be fo bard a 
matter to bring mens thoughts to r<fl:&t apon uvivertall 
objes and embrace the ſame? 

. Yer we are not made to thinke only of onr {elves , nei- 
ther in the ftate cfnature, nor in the ſtate of prace and 
regeneration,becauſe in this eftate we are appointed to be 
members of Chrifis myfticall body , and lo tolive in the 
communioun of Saiptrs, 

* As concerning my worke of reconcilement, I heare 

many ſay, That itis'a matter ratber io be wiſhed, then to 
bee boped for. And when they are asked the reaſup,why 
ir is not to be boped for , they commonly alledge norhing 
material}, but their owne diffidences, arifing from the 
preſent difficulties of the times, and the boiſterouſuefle of 
certeine mens diſpofitions, As if either the times could 
never bee more {caſoriable , nor the difpoſitions of unto= 
ward men bealtered and wronght upon,* 

- This is our cuftome. That which wee underſtand not,' 
we put downe as,it were not, or could notbee, wee truft 
not unto God, becaufe we know not his'power oyer mens 
ſoules, nor the renor of his promiſes towards the cenque» 
ring of che ſane. Yerif we did but obſerye how eaſily the 
ſphere of mens imaginations 8&'affeRions may be moved, 
when once-they are but made attentive and docible , and 
how'ſoone men become afterward traQtable, when their” 
conſcience is moved, they would'nor be ſo raſh in diſcon-* 
raging themſelyes and others from all hopes of ſucceſſe in 
this bufineſle,* <. e het ir op 

t'p0to, I will luppote; that when alt our worKes arg 

Bar goes, I will lappore, Og wee 


y 1 


— 


- Tleſe not my labour towards him, 


£34) 


_ - brought to perfe&ion; when all our methods and wayes 


of Learning ; allour belpes of reformation; all our meanes 
of peace in Religion are found out and prepared for uſe, 


' ſofully, that nothing more is to be done, but to apply the 


ſame, and ro pat them to praQtile, 
Then I ſuppoſe (ſay I ) that no.cff:& will enſve there. 
of in our time, and tbat wee ſt all never ſee the fruits of 


. ourlabours, What then ? Ought we pot to labour for po- 


ſterity > Ought we not to apply our minds to good things 
onely becauſe they are good ? Shall an beatben bee able to 
reach us. pſa þbi virias pretivm, T bat vertue is a reward 


For it ſelfe, And we Chriftians not be ableto-love vertue 
for itſelfe, and praQtiſe this doQtrine ? 


But beſide the dignity of vertue, there is Gods com- 
maund. And is not this a ſufficient motive todo good to 
a Chriſtian? What if be commaundiog »s firitly toſeeke 
peace, to ſerye our brethren through love , to beare the 
burdens one of another , to do good unto all, to ſeeke the 
profit of others in renouncing our ſelyes for their ſake, yer 
will cot by any meanes / though we endeavour all this fin. 
cerely ) let us ſ@the frair of our labours, Ought wee noe 
therefore to do our duties, « Z tl] 

. Qught wee therefore ro negle& his command ?. God - 
forbid, For be that will not obey God, except he can fore- 


_ fee that his ſeryice will bee acceptable and <ff:Ruall unto 
© men, is not worthy to be called the ſeryant of God, And 
| wWhea & man looſerh his labour bere , hath hee afterwards . 
no hope of reward? Is it nar (aid, that God will render 


toeyery man according to his deeds, Rows,2,6. Sure then 


* And 


(35) ES 
.” And for whom I pray is glory konevnr , and peace, ofa 
.. Geyned, Is ir not to every man that worketh good? Hee 
then tbat locketh for the praiſe, which is obteyned inlife 
ecernall , ma& refolye to come to it, by a patieor continue. 
ance in well doing , whether his doings bes effeRuall to- 
wards men or not. 

Therefore although I ſhould certeinly know- before 
hand that my worke ſhould nor prevaile with men, Yet 
. Tam bound not to leave it... Bur contrarily, when I fee 
| epparent evidences of doing good init, Were it not baſely 
done to forego ſuch a duty , oeely for timerouſnefle and 
cowardly feare of ill ſuccefſe, preconcetved before ever 
the worke be put to triall, ' 

Whether therefore we looke to the thing tobe done in 
it ſelfe, or ro-him that doth commaund it, or to our obliga+ 
tion of obedience in doing it, or to the publicke miſecics 
that call for our affiftance , or to Gods intention in wor- 
- king of the effe&,or tothe recompenſeof reward,alchough 
_ the effe& follow not. | 

T here is no cauſe tothink that our worke (hovld either 
not. bee proſecuted', .or not accompliſhed ; becauſe in all 
theſe reſpe&s, it is not onely moſt neceſfary and peflible» 
. bur of all other works tbat can be named in the profeſſion 
of Chriftianity , at this time the moſt commendable, and 
fo conſequently the moſt wortby of all charitable affeQi. 
ons, and of all helpes whereby ir may be ſet forward. 

Which poſition being thus made good, If now it ſhould 


be required of us, What helpe then and charitable concur- ' 


_ rence weedoe expect in this negotiation > Wee anſwer : 
.. That nothing elle is deſired , bur ſuch effeAs of _— 
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| | (34). | 
good will,as ſhall appeare to every body to be. uſefull. Firft 
to the ſoules of all men in this age. And tben to the pub» 
licke good of Gods Church ia -'/: time to come, by var 
ſerviceableneſle.” | 

For except a iman'find himſelf bound to affift the worke 
for th:{e motives, and then us in very deed to be eft-&u- 
ally ſerviceable unto the ſame, in the way of Learning and 
Religion, we deſice not at'all any aſfiftance from him. 

Bur if hee” perceiveth th2 nature of our ſtudies to bee 
realiy ſuch aswe bave bicherto deſcribed,” Then we tmrreat 
him to enter into his /owne boſome, and confider bis pro- 
per abilities,co ſ@Ghetein he can be fteedable and beare a 
Part of theſe btartnetis With us, If he can give counlell and 
will concurre in meditations, we ſhall be ready to furniſh 
him with matterof deliberation, If he cannor do this bims 
felfe, but is able to ſtirre up others to performe this duty, 
he ſhall deſerve thaokes, as4f he bad doneit himſ-1fe, 
Bur'if bis abilities reach not to theſe objects,to advice the 
{ame either way; Then bis choughts may fall apoa ſome 
other more ontward taske and. duty proportionall to his 
faculties and ſubordinate nnto the Communion of Saints, 


— OO" 4-9 


© *wayes thcrein, For although he perbaps eannot be'aQnally 


an Apent for it, yet bee can fayour the Agency, and affift 
he Agents thereof, Hee can pray to God for the ſucceſle 
'of the worke, he can ſpeake of it, recommend it upon oc» 
 cafion to bis freinds, | 
He can if hee bee of-meanes,(et a part and contriaute 
-quarterly or yeafly ſomething towards the maintenance 
-of Agents , towards 'the-furtherance of their correſpon- 
dency, towards the Poſtage and conveyance of letters,to- 
wards the charges of theirtravells, towards the tranſcripti- 
on of writes and copiescommunicable to many, towards 
the printing of diſcourſes and treaties, which muft ſerve 
'to ripen the worke inal mens apprebeofions, and when 
things are printed or copied out, to ſhew the ſame unro 
,otbers, and inquire their judgement thereof, that if any 
' material defeQs ,or offenfive matters be diſcoyered inthe 
worke,the ſame may be though upon and taken out of the 
WAY. | 
| Nowif a man bee not able or willing in a bauſineſſe of 
ſuch a nature to do any thipg of all theſe duties, I donor 
know what to think of him, Sure Tam, hee doth not Jive 
as 2 member of the Commonwealth of Iſrael, and knoweth 
not either what the end of our conyerſation in Chrifſtia- 
nity ought to.be,or wherein he ought to imploy his talents 
to profit withall nnto his owne falyation.For we muft not 
deceive our ſelves to thinke that our falyation can bee 
wrought out and brought to perfeRion in a ſolitary way, 
withour the edification of cur brethren, 
This is athing thar cannot be , for God hath'appointed 
the members of Chrifts body to grow up one'by the —_ 
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| (38) 
of the other, a1d all joiatly ro come together unto the ſpj. 
Tituall eftate of happineſle, 

Even as the naturall members of our earthly bodies grow 
np all at once io ſtature proportiooall ne to anviher, rill 
they come unto their fulHtrenghbr. Ler a man conſider the 
2, chap. of the «, Epiftle rorhe Corinth. and rhe 4, chap, 
of the Epiſtle to the Epheſ, from rie x, verſe to the «7, 
There he ſhall perceive che counſe!l of God in this marter, 
and be able to underſtand the miftery of the Communion 
of S2ints, wherein every joynt is bound to ſupply i:s ef- 
feRuall working irthe mealure ot every part,towards the 
zncreaſe of the body unto the edifying of ir ſelfe in love, 
God would nat have the Ancients to come to perfection 
withi-ur us, Heby, nn, go. EN 

W hy then ſhould we think to come t» perfe&ion with- 


out our brethren, Chrift himſelf was not made perfe&, till 


he had ſervedout his time for the edificatio ofthe Church. 
Alath 2e,28, For he came nor to ſerve himſelfe, or to bee 


ſeryed,but coferye, and give himſelf a ranſome for many. 


Therefore $, Jobn ſaitb, x Fohn 3,16. That becaule he hath 
ſo loved us, wee io like manner ſhould love one another, 
and lay downe ourlives for rhe brethren, la the 22 of $, 
Lukes Gaſpell, Chrift ſaith; That he doth appoint unto us 
the kingdome of heayen , as his father did appoint it uato 
him, | | 

T herefore wee muft not bope to come toir by another 
way,then by ſetving others in chat which belongeth to our 
common falyation, There is no readier:way to obteine a 
bleſſing from God for a mans ſelfe , then to ſeeke and la« 
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(39) | 
unto any,but for this end, tbatit ſhonld be profitable unto 
others, | 
Therefore David faith, Plal,16, 2,3, O God my good 
reacheth not unto thee , bur unto the Saints that are on 
the earth, and tothe excellent, in whom is all my delighr, 
This is the coarſe then which muſt be followed to profir 
in all grace , for hee that beſtowerh the paines only for his 
private ends, without any reſpe& to the Communion of 
Saints, ſoweth unto the fi-ſh. 


But if a man will ſow unto the ſpirie , that from thence _ 


hee may reape the frait »f life exernall, There is none other 
foile wherein his ſeed maft be fowen , then the communi. 
on of Saints, Now we know the Ap tic ſaith , That what- 
foever a man ſowecb, that he allo ſhall reape. As the loile 
is, ſo the frait will be,” If be fowerh to bimlelfe , hee (hall 
reapefaawhis fleſh corruption. ©. 

Burt if he be a good husbandman, & chofing bis proved 
rightly, ſoweth bis ſeed to a.publicke good , he ſhall reape 
ofthe ſpirit ſalvation in dueſegſon if he faint not, 
Therefore the Apoftle willeth os not ro be weary in well 
doing , but as wee have opportunity to doe good unto all 
men, eſpecially*unto thoſe that are of the hoaſehold of 
faith. If wee know this to bee our duty , and performe it 


faithfully, happy ſhall we be, For every worke of this kind © 


ſhall follow us after this life, becauſe rbey are built upon a 
fonndation which will laſt eternally.” _ a 

I will nor inſift'avy further to. uſe perſwaſions in this 
matter , for if theſe reaſons cannot move, I know none 
that are more forcible, Many more in numver, even to 


to fill op a great yolume, might be alleadged, if we would. ” 
hag 7+ tte es Ara ade * 3 a; _ mw 
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> (49) 
deſcend unto particulars, but they are all fubordinate unto 
theſe, and have no force of perſwafion, but what is finally 
reſolved into theſe heads. And truly ifa man doth not affiſt 
us in the work only for theſe reaſons. I know nor if bis af- 


| liftance bee thankes worthy,certeivly it will bee of little 
' profit be fore God unto himlelf, howſoever ir may become 
beneficall unto us. | 


' whence ir proceedeth. in the heart. 


[tg4tions , leaſt I ſhould ſeeme not to preach Chritt alone, 


| For God that ſearcheth the hearts, regardetb not jthe 
wateriall part of the worke, but the priaciple,and ground 


Therefore wee deſire not ſo'much to bee helped in our 
Kreits ( for wee know God can do that ſodainly if ir were 


expedienteither forour good, or his glory ) butthat men 
"ſhould take theſe intentions and ſtudies really to heart, up- 


on thiele conſiderations as we do, whether we-be belped in 
our particvlar grievances or not, For our grieggiies are 
not things in themſelves to be heeded, no more then our 
perſoris to be regarded, + +. "Gs 

© And verily it had perhaps not, been amifle to haye paſſed 
our prievances in filence, For it may be that ſome men wil 
interpret theſe complaints and large eommeadations of 
the works which we proſecute, asa matter of ſelf {ceking 
in us, whereby we intend rather to ſet forth ourſelves,chen 
the condition of the buſinefle aimed at, but:Gog doth 
know our hearts, and I hope all menof honeft and godly 


Aiſpoſitioris, will think of us as they world be thought of 


in the like caſe, 


As for me,Tam reſolved from henceforthnever to open. 


my mouth.agy further in commendation of mine owne in- 


Or 


* . 
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(41) 
or- commend unto men the truth of his Goſpell , ſo much- - 
as my ſelf and mine owne endeavours, 

Therefore if God will nor. by this meanes of exhortatio 
on (which rather to ſatisfie the deſire of ſome others , then 
of mine own accord hath been propoſed to ftirre up Coad- 
jators and helpesof the worke , ſuch as are requiſite, I am. 
for my part reſolyed to endure it patiently knowing it to, 
be his will, whole pleaſure is our. bappineſſe., if we under» 
$0. it with cbeerefulneſfe.. | ty _ 

W hatſoeyer it may be for the time preſent, we are ſare. 
in the later end, it will prove roft perte&, and moſt ac- _ 
ceptable unto us, only we muſt give our leliyes freely over 
nnoto it, "EW | | | 

iAnd this we ſhalbe able to do by the grace of God,if we 
labour earneRtly , that the inward ſpirirusN] man, may bee. 
renewed day by day in t©s, For then our light afflition 
whic': is but for a moment , will worke-in us a farre excee= 
ding andeternall weight of glory , whiles we looke not at 
the things row ſeen, bur at the things not yet ſeene, for 
the things apparant are temporall, but the things which 
are not ſcene are etervall, FE: | 

Becauſe wee know , that if once the temporal] ſtate of 
preſenc things in the earthly bouſe of this tabernacle were 
diffolyed , that we ſhalÞbaye a building of God, an houſe 
not mad with hands;but eternall in the beavens , where all 
things which we now feeke for, ſhall be abundantly graun- 
ted unto us, - F j. 

Therefore wee faint not , but labour according tothe 
meaſure of fireovgth beftowed upon us,toperſwade all men 
tolive anſwerable to the calling of God ia the Goſpell of 

vgs on Sn peace-- 
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peace throngh the communion of Saints , aceordi ng tothe 
tenor of his coyehant, wherein we bave all knowled geand 
yertue offred unto us, though Jeſus Crit, who by irpe.. 


- commeth unto us, all wiſedome, al tighreouſneſfe, alth 


linefle, and womens" , lo that of ifs fulnefſe, we can 

receive grace for prace, and bee: made perfe& unto | 

theafare of ebolerare of tie falvalſe, 4 
To his favourand grace I do commend your. Honoer, 


_ and craving pardon for this projjzity, I rake my leave 


and reft, 


$ 4 


_ Your Lordships meſt bumble-aud 
: 1630, "Qariful fereunr in Chriſt 


